[The effect of body height, age, sex and cerebral hemisphere dominance on somatosensory evoked potentials induced by stimulation of the median nerve].
Spinal and cortical somatosensory evoked potentials (SEP) to median nerve stimulation were recorded in 72 healthy subjects (38 men, 34 women, aged 44.5 +/- 9.4 years, height 172 +/- 7.9 cm), with the intention to establish the influence of age, height, sex and dominant hemisphere on the latencies of components N9, N13, P15, N20, P22, P40, and the N9-N13, P15-N20, P15-P22 and N13-N20 condition times (interpeak latencies). Significant correlation was found between the age, the height, and all registered SEP components. No significant correlation was found between conduction times and the height, with the exception of N9 N13 conduction time. Significant correlation was found between the age, the sex, and N13-N20 conduction time. For the P15-N20 and P15-P22 conduction times, correlation with the age and sex was poor, and it did not exist for the N9-N13 conduction time. Between the dominant and non-dominant hemisphere there were no significant differences in latencies of SEP components and conduction times. Therefore, the analysis of SEP components and conduction times, must concern the age, the height and the sex. Dominant hemisphere can be neglected because it has no influence on SEP components.